
    

SNOW DAY!!! 
 
Oh, what joy that simple phrase can bring if there are children in your home, if you 

work for the school district, or for any number of businesses that are impacted by 

the decision of local schools to cancel classes for the day. It stirs up a multitude of 

wonderful memories for me all the way back to my childhood, when staying home 

during a blizzard meant my family would spend the day in the kitchen.  Most often it 

was a batch of homemade taffy that highlighted our time.  The sticky gooey mess 

that stretched its way between us was, in some ways, a symbol of our ever-changing 

relationships as my parents, my older brother and I grew through various stages of 

love and “hate”.  (We never really hated each other, but we could get a pretty heat-

ed debate going over a number of timely topics such as dating, grades, and whether 

or not we were the kind of kids my parents hoped we were.) …Wonderful memories. 

When those same two words came alive in my home with a teenage son, it meant 

something slightly different, as he slept in and as my husband and I took the gift of 

unexpected time at home to not only build memories in a more abbreviated fashion 

but also to catch up on all of the things we so often found ourselves behind on.  We 

cleaned the house, worked on taxes, played board games, watched a movie together, 

spent some time in our little studio and like my parents before me with ‘slides’ (smile 

if you remember what those were), we often pulled out the videos and watched our 

lives fly by again. 

As a family with two working adults, I think we now find ourselves looking back at 

our lives and wondering where it all went and how did it go by so quickly.  We’re not 

in our 30’s anymore! I loved the chance to be a career woman and I’ll never regret 

the job opportunities that came my way, but now more than ever, I wish I could slow 

down the ever increasing speed with which life flies by. 

So, as the memory of our recent snow day quickly fades, I’d like to recommend that 

when you can, take advantage of the unexpected times you get to build memories 

with those you love.  Be diligent about finding that incredibly important balance be-

tween career and home.  Don’t just wait for a snow day. Instead, make time to build 

relationships and memories. I truly believe that we can find the balance, but only if 

we do so diligently and intentionally. And I also believe that finding that balance in 

our lives will make us more productive, more satisfied and therefore happier and 

more content.  

Here’s hoping for your fair share of “Snow Days”! 

President’s Message—from Donna Brau 
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2011—2012 Officers: 
President: Donna Brau 

Programs: Deb Paterson/Jeni Ritz 
Treasurer: Elisabeth Reynolds 
Secretary: Chris Carlson 
Membership: Wendy Ulferts 

Finance: Lisa Ziehl 

Mentoring Program: Julie Asmus 

Newsletter:  Kathy Dillon 

Fall Banquet:  Julie Asmus, Teri 

Beyer, Kathy Dillon 

 

 



 

 

MBW Monthly Meeting 

January 19th at 5:30 p.m.  - Roosevelt Room at Green Mill 

 
Bobbie Bauman from the Humane Society  

will be coming to talk to us regarding how the Society,  

how it works, and address anything you would like to ask….. 
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     All the girls in the mentoring group attended the Jan-

uary MBW business meeting to say good-bye to 

Mikala.  Heather Templer started mentoring Mikala in 

October of 2010.  Her first group outing was at the Nel-

sen Farm by Litchfield.  Since then we have enjoyed 

swimming, bowling, singing, skating, watching movies, go-

ing to plays and hanging out with the two of them.  A big 

thank you to Heather for her time and commitment to 

the program and stepping up to make a difference in a 

young girls life.     

Julie Asmus 

MENTORING 
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Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raffle Donations 
February - Jeni Ritz 

March - Julie Asmus 

April - Donna Brau 

May - Beth Wepplo 

June - Heather Templer  

September - Chris Carlson & Elisabeth Reynolds 

 

 

 

 
"In winter's cold and sparkling snow, 

The garden in my mind does grow. 

I look outside to blinding white, 

And see my tulips blooming bright. 

And over there a sweet carnation, 

Softly scents my imagination. 

 

On this cold and freezing day, 

The Russian sage does gently sway, 

And miniature roses perfume the air, 

I can see them blooming there. 

Though days are short, my vision's clear. 

And through the snow, the buds appear. 

 

In my mind, clematis climbs, 

And morning glories do entwine. 

Woodland phlox and scarlet pinks, 

Replace the frost, if I just blink. 

My inner eye sees past the snow. 

And in my mind, my garden grows." 

- Cynthia Adams, Winter Garden. 
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MBW Executive Board Meeting – December 11, 2012 at 5:30 
Present: Donna Brau, Julie Asmus, Deb Paterson, Jeni Ritz, Kathy Dillon, Chris 

Carlson 

 

Business items: 

Christmas Party – Dec 18th catered meal at Patti Dols.  RSVP’s to Deb.  
Scholarship update – For 2013 there will continue to be two scholarships, but in 

2014 it will drop to one. 

Historical data from past meetings will go to Jeni. 

 

Treasurer’s report:   

All MBW mail needs to be directed to the Treasurer. No report available. 

 

Membership Report - Wendy 
Reviewed the membership tracking list.  Need to encourage all members to invite a 

guest to the meeting this spring. 
Membership brochure – Dues are payable in May at $60/yr but pro-rated for the 

first year at $5/month. (Membership year is June 1 – May 31) 

 

Programs – Deb/Jeni 
Jan – Demo Inc, Monica Villars and mentee graduation (if there is no hockey that 

night) 

Feb – Humane Society 

Mar – Equip Africa, Doug Wilkowski 

Apr – COB (Community Owned Grocery) 

May – Installation of Officers 

 

Mentoring – Julie 
Dec 14 - Christmas Party for mentee’s at Angela Koosman’s home to decorate 

cookies, ring bells.  Members were generous with their gifts for the mentee’s bags. 

Jan – Graduation (if no hockey) or bowling as a back up. 

Feb –Movie night 

Mar – Open 

 

Finance – Lisa 

Looking for ideas for a new fundraiser for next year 

 

Adopt-A-Room – Kathy 
New shade has been ordered and will be paid for later.  The gift cards donated last 

Christmas have been put to good use.  $164.44 was spent on towels, sheets and 

toys for the room with a balance left of $90. 

 

Next Executive meeting:  January 8th at 5:20, Jazz N Java 
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MBW Executive Board Meeting  – January 8th @ 5:25p.m. 
Present: Donna Brau, Julie Asmus, Deb Paterson, Jeni Ritz, Elisabeth Reynolds, 

Chris Carlson 

 

Business items: 

Finance Report – Lisa (not present) 
Wrap up the wrapping paper fundraiser.  It’s time to think about a new fundraiser.  

Not enough profit this year as some schools are doing the same fundraiser 

(approximately $172).  Need new ideas like ‘That’s my pan’ or Brat Feed. 

 

Treasurer’s report:  Elisabeth 
Member dues have been paid to the State.  Catering bill from the Christmas party 

should go to Elisabeth so she can pay it.. 

 

Membership Report – Wendy (not present) 
Reviewed new/prospective members.  Need to encourage all members to invite a 

guest to the meeting this spring.  Donna will remind everyone. 

 

Programs – Deb/Jeni 

Feb meeting – Humane Society, Bobbi Bauman 

 

Mentoring – Julie 
Jan – Mentee Mikala Erickson’s Graduation.  Invite one parent of the graduate – the 

cost of meal will be covered by the mentoring program funds 

Feb –Movie night 

Mar – Bowling 

April – Adopt-A-Highway and something fun TBD 

May – Pot a plant for Mother’s Day  

 
Girl Friends Night Out (GFNO) We may have a house available.  Tentative 

date is June 7th or 14th.  It’s later, as attendance was down last year because it co-

incided with Graduation night and the New London Girl Friend’s Night Out. 

 

Next Executive meeting:  February 12th at 5:00, Jazz N Java 

Willmar Federation of 

Business Women 



 

 

MBW MEETING  

January 15th, 2013 

Green Mill, Willmar 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:09 pm by Donna Brau, President. 

The collect was recited by the group.  

The brag box was passed around and brags were shared with the group. 

 

Tonight’s Program:   
Monica Villars, Willmar Area Learning Center Art Teacher, Co-Founder of DEMO, 

Inc and Youth Advocate, shared the programs available at DEMO, Inc, plus provid-

ed some history of the Svea schoolhouse along with renovations made and dreams 

for the future. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Treasurer: Elisabeth Reynolds 
The Treasurer’s report was presented as a handout. $3,432.86  in Checking, 

$2,765.95 in Savings, for a total of $6,198.81.   

 Membership: Wendy 
Jeni worked on a new insert for the membership packets.  One new member and 

one member renewed their membership. 

Mentoring: Julie Asmus 
It was graduation night for mentee Mikala Erickson, mentored by Heather Templer. 

Mikala was not able to attend, but the other mentees were introduced. Alyssa - 8th 

grade (Donna), Jeanette - 7th grade (Angela), Angel - 8th grade (Beth), Alana – 8th 

grade (Julie) and Kali – 7th grade (Jeni). 
A Powerpoint presentation of photographs throughout Mikala’s participation in the 

program was shown, while the song ‘Firefly’ played in the background (The girls’ 

recorded the CD at Donna’s studio).  

February activity  – A movie night is planned. 

Finance: Lisa Ziehl 
The Innisbrooke fundraiser is being done by area schools so it’s time to either re-

vive an old fundraiser or brainstorm for some new ideas. 

Programs:  Deb Paterson/Jeni Ritz 

February – Bobbi Bauman from the Humane Society will lead the program. 

 

New Business:   

Please encourage everyone to bring a guest to the April or May meeting.   

A reminder that members’ dues should be paid at the May meeting. 

It’s time to start planning this year’s Girl Friends Night Out. Watch this space…. 
Jeni volunteered to help Donna make phone calls to get proposals made to the 

state for hosting the 2014 State Convention. One idea (for next year) is to plan the 

conference in conjunction with GFNO. 

 

The raffle item was donated by Jeni Ritz 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:49 pm.  

Respectfully submitted by Chris Carlson, Secretary 

 

Willmar Federation of 

Business Women 

Working Women—

Working Together 


